
Harmony Township School        Fall 2017 

The Fifth Grade Gazette 

 

Classroom News: 

 

Mrs. Fox’s Class 
By Ashley Postma and Mandy Hook 

 
In October, we read Crenshaw.  Jackson 

is a boy who has an imaginary friend named 
Crenshaw. 

Crenshaw is a very big cat. He is the size 
of a lion. He helps Jackson because he is poor. 
Crenshaw was Jackson’s imaginary friend when 
he was young.  

Marisol is Jackson's friend.  Jackson 
never told any one about his imaginary friend, but 
he told Marisol. 

Jackson had to move and he had a 
keepsake bag.  Robin, his sister, had one too.  We 
made bags with Mrs. Gunn with Crenshaw on the 
bags.  They have shapes in them. On the front of 
the shapes we had to write what we would take as 
keepsakes. 

 
Social Studies 

By Caitlin Jansen  
Ms. Adamaitis teaches social studies in 

fifth grade. In the first marking period we were 
learning about the Native Americans and where 
their tribes lived. We also built small Native 
Americans’ houses. You had a choice to build a 
wigwam, hogan, teepee or longhouse.  

When everyone was done we tested them 
so see if they were relevant and stable. We did it 
by sprinkling water on it for rain and blowing a fan 
on it for wind.  

Next we learned about Marco Polo the 
European explorer. We learned about his travels 
and how he traveled to Asia through the silk road.  
 

Brackets, Braces, Parentheses, and 
Division 

By Kelly McLain 
 

Throughout the first marking period in 
math we learned brackets, braces, parentheses, 
and division. Parenthesis are always on the inside 
of the problem. When you are solving a math 
problem you have to start with what's inside the 
parenthesis. The order from inside to the outside 
is parentheses () brackets [] braces {}. 

The second marking period we learned 
about how to divide. We learned how to divide in 
fourth grade so we knew some of it. To divide you 
have to know your multiplication facts. Dividing is 
the exact opposite of multiplying. 

 
Science 

By Carlie Gubitosi 
 

In science we learned about 
photosynthesis which is the process plants use to 
make food. We made projects to show how 
photosynthesis happens. We also learned about 
producers. Producers make their own food like 
plants. Consumers do not make their own food 
like humans and lots of other animals. We also 
learned about decomposers some of them are 
mushrooms, worms and fungi. We also had a 
class plant. We brought in dead flies to feed it. We 
watched it close its mouth. But sadly it died, but 
we had it for a while. 

 
 



 

 

 

Poetry Page: 

 
When It is Time for 

Thanksgiving! 
By Jessica Kline 

 
When it is almost Thanksgiving 

We love to be giving 
And spread all the holiday cheer. 

When they all arrive at the place we 
call home 

We play all around and have fun on 
Thanksgiving 

When it is time to be eating 
We pray and give thanks 

For everything on our plates. 
We are thankful for our family 

And all of our friends 
And will know them  
For ever and ever. 

When the leaves start falling 
And people start calling 

It is time for Thanksgiving 
 

ThanksGiving  
By Isabelle Tavormina  

              Tradition  
  Holiday  
  Apple Pie  
 Napkins   
 Kindness  
 Sharing 

Guests 
           Invite 
 Visitors 

 Ice Cream 
 Native Americans 
 Gravy 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

School News: 

 

School Yearbooks 
By Cole Clark 
 
Is your yearbook gone, lost, ruined, or 
you don't even have one? You can buy 
back-dated yearbooks here or you can 
visit the school website.  Get one to 
remember your best  friends that moved 
away. 
 

 

 
Get 2016-2017 for $10.  
Get 2015-2016 for $5.  
Get 2014-2015 for $5.  
Get 2013-2014 for $5. 

The Illusion Maker: Wild and 
Wonderful Workshop 

By Frank Woodward 
 

The Illusion Maker: Wild and 
Wonderful Workshop came to Harmony, and 
it was fun to see his crazy tricks. He was 
interesting and fun to watch. He taught us 
some valuable information. Like how we 
should throw away recycling things (ex: water 
bottle)so it can be reused and it can be made 
into something new. There were some funny 
things like the bowling ball that kept coming 
out of the box. There was also a pencil act 
where the Illusion Maker picked a student to 
do it with him, but the student kept messing 
up. Now we know what to throw in the trash 
and throw something like a water bottle in the 
recycling so it can be reused. I hope this can 
fix our trash and recycling problem. Next time 
you see a water bottle you should throw it in 
the recycling instead of the trash. Remember 
you should always put trash in trash and put 
recycling in recycling.  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.htesd.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=8&ModuleInstanceID=1706&ViewID=6446EE88-D30C-497E-9316-3F8874B3E108&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=2506&PageID=9


 

Book Reviews: 

 

Because of Winn-Dixie by Kate 
DiCamillo 
By Rosie Ingle  
 
Because of Winn-Dixie is about a girl named Opal. 
She finds a stray dog named Winn-Dixie at a store 
and she lies to the manager to keep Winn-Dixie 
from going to the pound. Then, she brings 
Winn-Dixie home. She tells Winn-Dixie to stay on 
a step while she tells her father. Opal’s dad gets 
mad at Opal and tells her to give Winn-Dixie to the 
pound, but they argue. Finally Opal wins and they 
get to keep Winn-Dixie. I like winn-dixie because it 
is a good book and movie. 
The author of the book is Kate  Dicamillo. I like her 
because she is a good author. 
I think you should read because it is a good book. 

I give it 5 out of 5 stars!  

 

Book Reviews 
by Alex VandeVeegaete 

  
Alex Rider by Anthony Horowitz 

Alex Rider, orphaned thinking his uncle was a 
banker, has figured out that Ian Rider, his uncle 
and only relative left, did not die a banker, but a 
spy.  Upon losing his uncle, Alex is immediately 
suspicious when he sees bullet holes in the 
window of the car.  Alex Rider’s life is turned 
upside-down when he becomes a superspy and is 
sent on missions of the highest order.  Will Alex 
Rider be able to save the world from many 
threats?  Read this amazing book to find out! 
4 ½ out of 5 

Copernicus Legacy by Tony Abbott 

When Wade, Darrell, and Lily Kaplan, along with 
Becca Moore and Dr. Roald Kaplan get involved 
in 2 secret organizations racing to activate an 
ancient time machine, their lives are turned 
upside-down. They are forced to travel to the far 
reaches of the world to get the parts of the ancient 
machine and stop the evil organization from 
activating the time machine and changing the 
past!  Will they be able to save the universe? 
Read to find out! 

4 ½ out of 5 

 

 

 

 



 

Book Reviews:  

 

A Series of Unfortunate Events 
By Alex VandeVeegaete 

 
When Violet, Klaus, and Sunny Baudelaire’s parents die in a terrible fire, they are told 

that Violet will get an enormous fortune when she comes of age. A mysterious villain, Count 
Olaf, is hungry for their fortune and is willing to try over and over again to get it. They go almost 
everywhere to evade the villain. Will they be able to get away from Count Olaf. Read to find out! 
 

5 out of 5 
 

Movie Reviews: 

Star Wars The Force Awakens 
By Jack Charous 

 
Before I start I want to tell you that there are spoilers and not to read the next article if you don’t 

want to hear spoilers. The movie got 93% on Rotten Tomatoes which is pretty good. I personally think the 
third Star Wars movie is better, but I still think the movie is good.  

The plot is about a droid called BB-8 that plans to find the last Jedi, Luke Skywalker. When his is 
owner, Poe Damoron, gets captured by Kylo Ren, the leader of the First order. BB-8 finds a woman 
named Rey and he stays with her. Back at the third death star which is called Starkiller Base a trooper 
breaks Poe out. Poe calls him Finn. They try to land at the planet Poes droid is at but they get shot and 
crash. Finn thinks Poe died and runs to the nearest town. Rey almost sells BB-8 and they meet Finn. 
They get in a fight with the First Order and fly away. They land on the new ship of Han Solo and 
Chewbacca. A creature tries to hunt them and others down but the hero's fly to a planet where they go 
into a restaurant. Rey goes down stairs and finds Luke Skywalker's old lightsaber. She touches it and she 
has a vision and runs away right as the First Order comes and fights them, Finn takes the lightsaber and 
they fight the First Order. While Rey is running Kylo Ren catches her and brings her to Starkiller base. 
Meanwhile Finn and the others get saved by the Resistance and you see classic character like C-3PO 
and General Leia. They take the hero's to their base and by the way Poes alive somehow. They make a 
plan to blow up the base but they have to save Rey first. Kylo is trying to read Rey’s mind but can’t 
because she is force sensitive and he is human so he wines to her master about it and Rey escapes. The 
Resistance attacks and they break in. They snoop and they find Rey. It turns out Kylo Ren names is Hans 
son. Han sees him and he walks up to him and they talk and Ben kills Han. Chewy blows up bombs they 
placed. He also shots Ben on the side. Rey and Finn find him though and they fight having a lightsaber 
fight. Kylo beats Finn but doesn’t kill him but Rey grabs the lightsaber and proves that she is strong with 
the force because she beats Kylo but doesn’t kill him. They get off Starkiller Base blows up and go back 
to the base  BB-8 turns R2-D2 back on and it turns out he has the map to Luke Skywalker. Rey and 
Chewbacca  fly to the planet Luke’s on and Rey and Luke meet. 

 
I really like the movie, but as I watched it again, I started to realise that it basically has the same 

plot as “A New Hope” the first Star wars movie. I give the movie a 8.9/10.  



 

Movie Reviews: 

 

How the Grinch Stole Christmas 
By  Sam  Ginocchio 

 
 
The movie I am going to review is 

How the Grinch Stole Christmas. This is 
one of my favorite Christmas movies. The 
Grinch is played by actor Jim Carrey and 
Cindy Lou Who is played by Taylor 
Momsen.  The Grinch is a movie that 
takes place in Whoville. The Who live in 
Whoville and they all  love 
Christmas…..But the Grinch not only 
hates Christmas, he hates the spirit of 
Christmas even more!! And he tries to 
ruin Christmas for all the Whos.  

This is a movie that will make you 
laugh. I give this move 5 stars because it 
is very funny.  

A Christmas Story 
By Dustin Lindaberry 

 
The movie I’m going to review is A 

Christmas Story . It is a movie directed  by 
Bob Clark. This movie is about a boy named 
Ralphie Parker played by Peter Billingsley. 

A Christmas Story takes place in a 
small town at Christmas time. Ralphie wants 
a Red Ryder B.B gun for Christmas but his 
Mom says he will shoot his eye out! His 
family brings Ralphie and his brother to the 
mall and he is so nervous. Ralphie got the 
courage to ask Santa for the B.B Gun and he 
says, “You’ll shoot your eye out kid!” 

Watch this movie to find out what 
happens Christmas morning! 

I give this movie 5 stars!  
 

Finding Dory  
By Lochlann Wolf 

 
Do you not know a good movie to 

watch? A good movie you can watch is 
Finding Dory.It is about ocean animals and 
fish. In the movie they go on a funny 
adventure. The main character in the movie is 
Dory. She also have some companions. Their 
names are Nemo and Marlin.The story in the 
movie is that Dory loses her parents. So they 
go on a adventure to find them. They ride on 
a turtle’s back to get somewhere. Then Dory 
gets scooped in a bag by humans! Then Dory 
finds a new companion. Dory’s new 
companion is an octopus. She also finds a 
whale shark and a dolphin. So if you have 
nothing else to watch you can watch Finding 
Dory. 

 



 

Local News: 

Winter Break 
By Luke Tipton 

 
Lots of schools are having their winter break. Have you started thinking of what you 

are going to do? Are you going on vacation or a special place? Or are you just staying at 
home and hoping for snow? 

I want to go sledding, have snowball fights, shovel the driveway, snowboard, ski,  build 
snowdens and snowmen,  make snow angels, ice skate, and just play with friends. There are 
some indoor things to do too. If it is not done snowing yet. You can play board games, hide 
and seek, watch TV, play Xbox, play on electronics, read a book,  watch the snowfall, make a 
bird feeder, and do some arts and crafts. If I were you I would make a list of things to do. I 
hope I helped you. 

 

NJ’s Supermoon 
By Vincent Indyk 

 New Jersey’s skies were pestered with far more telescopes than normal last night- 
because of the recent supermoon of 2017!  This was a rather big astronomical year, this really 
took the crown.  Normally, there are 2-5 supermoons per year, but the recent supermoon was 
the first-and only-to be spotted in 2017.  The last one to be spotted was on November 24, 
2016. If you missed this colossal moon, don’t worry!  There are supposed to be another TWO 
in January 2018.  The perfect way to kick off the new year.  This stunning phenomena exists 
because the moon orbits the earth in an oval (or elliptical) shape, meaning sometimes it is far 
closer to the earth, and other times not so much.  However, for a supermoon to occur there 
must be the moon as close as possible and a full moon.  NASA has declared the next two 
months ‘The Supermoon Trilogy’ and I think we all know why- three in the span of two 
months!  To be precise, the moon looked 7%  larger and 15% brighter.  But was it really 
larger?  Our eyes may tell us yes, but the answer is no.  It is really an optical illusion.  This 
type of optical illusion is called a "moon illusion" and results because your brain compares the 
moon's size with adjacent objects such as buildings or trees and interprets the moon to be 
much larger than it actually is.  But I think that the most important thing is that we can all 
observe and enjoy these amazing moons. 

 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moon_illusion


 

Nonfiction Writing: 

Bengal Tiger 
by Lexy Wyant 

Tigers mainly eat amber, deer, wild pigs, water buffalo, and antelope.They hunt crocodiles, 
leopards, pythons, monkeys, and mainly sloths. Old tigers attack humans. 

Bengal tigers often live in the dense jungle of Asian countries like India and China 
There are only about 200 white tigers left in the world! 

 

The Short-Horned Lizard 

 By Liam George and Shane Redden 

About the Short-Horned Lizard 

The short horned lizard is often called a “horned toad” or a “horny toad” because of its flat and blunt 

features. There are more than a dozen different species of horned-lizards founds in deserts in North 

and Central America. This includes Southern Canada to Guatemala.  

Characteristics And Diet 

Species are distinguishable by the formidable crown of horns adorning their head and the numerous 

spines across their back. Their colors can vary from yellowish, grey, or reddish-brown depending on the 

environment they are living in. 

Threats To Survival 

Over recent decades short-horned lizard populations have been in decline throughout their range. 

Destruction of their native habitat, efforts to eradicate ants—their staple food—and the pet trade have 

all contributed to this. 

Defensive Adaptation 

Despite their spiky features, short-horned lizards are preyed upon by a 

number of creatures, including hawks, roadrunners, snakes, lizards, dogs, 

wolves, and coyotes. As a result, they have developed pair of remarkable 

talents. In order to protect themselves from hungry predators they can inflate their bodies to twice their 

normal size. If that doesn’t work, they can do something no other animal can do. They can shoot blood 

from their eyes. 

The squirting blood emanates from the ducts in the corners of the eyes. The stream can travel up to 

three feet! It’s meant to confuse would-be predators. The blood also contains a chemical that is noxious 

to dogs, wolves, and coyotes.  

 

 



 

Nonfiction Writing: 

 

Gray Wolves 
By Maria Laubach  

 
What are people doing to gray wolves: 
 

People are going into gray wolves’ habitats causing them to leave the habitat. If gray 
wolves leave the only place they have known they might not be able to survive. If gray wolves 
can't survive they will die and that will affect the population of the wolves. 

People are causing little young cubs that have barely even lived a long life to go on a 
highway to get to different places. 

Did you know almost 1,00 gray wolves die from highways every year? 
 
What do they eat: 
 

Gray wolves eat moose elk, hares, fish, birds, mountain goats, and bison. Did you know 
a gray wolf can eat 7 pounds in a day? 
 
Where do they live: 
 

Few gray wolves live in Europe, though many live in Alaska, Canada, and Asia. There 
are an estimated 7,000 to 11,200 gray wolves in Alaska, 3,700 in Great Lakes region and 1,675 
in the Northern Rockies.  
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Interviews: 

 

Mrs.Bigelli 
By Samantha Hickey 

 
As you know, Ms.Bigelli is our principle, but do you want to learn more about our principal? 
Mrs.Bigelli has been the principal of Harmony Township School for 8 years. Her biggest 

challenge as a principle is making sure she can help everybody that needs it. Her biggest joy as a 
principle is that she gets to see everyone succeed.  

She wanted to be more than one thing as a kid. One of the things she wanted to be was a 
teacher! Her other dream as a kid was big, you could say out of this world! When she was little she 
wanted to be an astronaut! She did not go to college to be a teacher or an astronaut. She went to be a 
vet! Even though she went to college to be a vet she ended up being a principal.  

As a kid Ms. Bigelli’s favorite subject in school was science! That makes sense because she 
wanted to be a astronaut. The most challenging subject in school for her was math. She liked it, but it 
was very hard. Ms. Bigelli played sports when she was a kid. She played basketball, softball and 
soccer. When Ms. Bigelli was a kid, she had dogs and cats. Her favorite place to go is Disney World. 
She loved going there as a kid too. Finally, Ms.Bigelli’s favorite food is any kind of Asian food.  

Now you know more about your principal, Mrs.Bigelli. 
 

School News: 

 
American Education Week 

By Jake Rock 
 

On Monday we wrote shout outs to our favorite teacher to thank them for being a good 
teacher. Tuesday was swap day. That is when the kids dress like their future career and the 
teachers dress like students. On Wednesday the teachers had breakfast and the students got 
ice cream sandwiches. Thursday was Drop Everything And Read. That is where you drop 
everything and start reading until the end of the day. It started at 2:45. Friday was Harmony 
Pride Day where the teachers and the students wore Harmony colors to represent the school.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Computer Art: 

 

  By Jake Rock  
 
 
 

                      By Samantha Hickey 
 
 

By Kelly McLain 
 
 
 



 
 

Christmas Word Search 

N  P  U  M  U  Q  W  E  C  S  R  T  Y  P  E  E  R  T 

X  O  M  D  P  I  U  U  T  O  H  N  O  I  O  P  A  S 

Q  W  E  Q  I  D  F  N  G  H  O  J  F  R  O  S  T  Y 

S  D  F  L  J  Y  E  H  H  N  H  K  K  L  H  L  Z  X 

A  S  Z  S  M  S  K  T  R  V  N  R  I  C  N  L  V  B 

N  T  W  R  E  T  A  N  E  S  P  R  U  E  O  E  N  M 

E  O  M  R  Y  E  E  C  E  C  M  Q  W  D  S  B  M  D 

M  C  P  A  R  D  N  V  D  T  S  N  E  K  O  O  R  F 

W  K  U  W  V  S  L  U  N  O  A  T  N  A  S  L  M  F 

O  I  Z  V  X  E  D  O  I  U  T  Y  U  I  I  H  P  O 

N  N  T  U  R  K  E  Y  E  P  T  A  I  S  O  D  F  H 

S  G  V  N  G  H  S  V  R  J  K  C  A  N  D  L  E  L 

L  L  Z  S  E  W  T  Z  X  A  C  V  R  B  N  M  F  K 

I  D  E  E  O  M  A  D  G  K  Z  C  N  A  Z  E  K  V 

V  G  L  I  T  I  A  O  H  N  O  V  M  D  C  E  N  G 

E  P  B  O  G  Y  O  N  H  L  R  B  I  I  Z  K  L  J 

O  H  O  H  O  H  N  O  R  T  H  P  O  L  E  H  E  M 

Q  W  E  R  U  P  S  F  J  O  X  N  L  Z  N  P  F  R 

1.  NOEL                                                                         11.RUDOLPH 
1.  SANTA 12.COOKIES 
2.  ELVES 13.TURKEY 
3.  HO HO HO 14.SNOWMEN 
4.  ORNAMENT 15.FROSTY 
5. REINDEER 16.BELLS 
6. TREE 17.WREATH 
7. NORTH POLE             18.CANDLE 
8. PRESENTS 19.SLEIGH 
9. NUTCRACKER 20.STOCKING 

 



 
 






